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In Phase 1 of this multi‐institutional study, a Shelter Population Index (SPI) was developed to estimate
the numbers of cats entering and leaving selected shelters. It also includes the origin of the cats and
their destinations upon leaving the shelter. The SPI was designed to measure the overall dynamics of
shelter feline populations on a regional and national basis. Indirectly, the SPI evaluates the support and
involvement of the communities to their shelters. By using Combined Statistical Areas (CSAs) as
defined by the U.S. Census Bureau, the SPI is linked directly to these communities. The SPI can then be
used as a benchmark by communities to justify the need for improvement in community‐based
programs to control the surplus of cats in their communities. Repeating data collections would identify
trends associated with shelter cat populations and community‐based solutions.
In Phase 2 of this study, data collected represents shelters serving 50% of the U.S. population. Based
on the change in SPI from 2007‐2008, communities in New England appear to be losing ground in their
ability to deal with the cat surplus. Communities in the Middle Atlantic and Mountain States appear to
be making progress. Communities in the rest of the country appear to be holding their own regarding
their ability to deal with the cat surplus. The severe economic downturn in the U.S. will likely play a
significant role as shelters struggle with the problem of surplus cats in their communities. The SPI is a
useful tool to evaluate the general awareness and involvement of the community that supports the
feline sheltering system.
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